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       WASHINGTON, D.C.  Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved a funding bill that includes $300,000 for Westfield Vocational-Technical High School's (WVTHS) Manufacturing Technology Department.

   The funding will go toward the immediate need of critical upgrades of precision equipment in the school's award-winning Manufacturing Technology Department, but it will also contribute to a broader goal of keeping local manufacturing companies viable.

   "If we don't provide additional resources to upgrade and help the schools in producing qualified workers, then we will be constraining a substantial industry with very good jobs in this area," Olver said. "This funding is a start, and I believe we will see a good return on this federal investment."

  Olver secured the funding in the FY08 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development Appropriations bill, which the House passed on July 24.

  Olver is the Chairman of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation and HUD, and worked in that role to secure the funding through HUD's Neighborhood Initiatives program.

  Locally, there is a surplus of local manufacturing jobs, and a shortage of qualified workers.  This is due to a lack of training and education programs in precision manufacturing.  The cost associated with the equipment schools need means that schools either can't offer the program or have to limit the number of students in the program. Therefore, local schools are not graduating enough students to fill local jobs. Unfortunately, this means that companies have difficulty fulfilling the industry demand and have been forced to close or relocate.

  "This funding will replace antiquated equipment, with new technology" Clement Fucci, Chairperson of Manufacturing Technology Department at Westfield Voc-Tech High School, said. "New technology requires our students to think differently, and training on this new equipment will further enhance their global competitiveness. We are very pleased that Congressman Olver was able to secure this very important funding."

  "The support from Congressman Olver shows that Vocational Education and specifically our Manufacturing Technology Department play a major role in preparing the workforce of the future" Hilary Weisgerber, Director of Westfield Voc-Tech High School, said.

  "This funding will allow our Manufacturing Technology Department to start replacing 50 year old vintage machine tools and allow us to obtain additional funding in the near future in order to continue replacing our vintage equipment."

  The Senate must still approve its appropriations bill and then both chambers will have to approve a reconciled bill before it goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.

  ###  For more information about this project, contact: Clement Fucci, of the Manufacturing Technology Department, at 413-572-6549.   
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